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V HEN the following narrative was 
a drawn up, the writer was aware 
that his feelings rendered him incompetent 
to judge, how much of a relation, every 
part of which was intereſting to himſelf, 
might be fit to offer to the Public. Many 


little circumſtances which the indulgenge 
of a friend could bear with, might, ta 


-— 


ſtrangers, appear trivial and impertinent. | 


He therefore wrote only for his friends; 
and printed no more copies, than he 
thought would be ſufficient to diſtribute 


within the circle of his perſonal acquain 
Nn | 
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Bur as the paper has been much en- 
quired after, and many of his friends have 
expreſſed their with, that it might be 
more extenſively circulated; he has at 
length yielded to their judgment. It 
would be ſtrange if he could propoſe any 
pecuniary advantage to himſelf, in pub- 

liſhing ſuch an inſtance of the Lord's 
goodneſs, vouchſafed in his own family, 
and to one whoſe memory is ſo dear to 
him. He has therefore wholly given up 
his property in this. Monument of his 
thankfulneſs to God, and of his love to 
the deceaſed. The profits ariſing from 
the (ale, will be faithfull y appropriated to a 
Charitable Inſtitution. 


I is to be lamented, that in this enligh- 
tened age, fo fignalized by the preva- 
lence of a ſpirit of inveſtigation, Religion, 
ſhould, by many, be thought the only 
ſubject, unworthy of a ſerious enqury. 
And that, while in every branch of ſci- 
450i ence, 
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ence, they ſtudiouſly endeavour to trace 

every fact, to its proper and adequate 
cauſe, and are cautious of admitting any 
theory, which cannot ſtand the teſt of 
Experiment; they treat the uſe of the term 
Experimental, when applied to Religion. 


with contempt. Yet there are many 
_ things connected with this ſubject, in 
which, whether we are willing, or un» 
willing, we are, and muſt be, nearly 
intereſted. Death for inſtance: is inevita - 
ble. And if there. be an Hereafter (and 

it is impoſſible to prove that there is not) 
the conſequences of Death muſt be impar- 
tant, Many perſons die, as they live, 
thoughtleſs and careleſs what conſequens 

ces may await them. Others, whale 
characters and conduct, da not appear to 
have been worſe than thoſe of the former, 
cannot die ſo. They have dark and pain- 
ful forebodings, and leave this world with 
reluctance, and terror. And there are 
others, who, though conſcious that they 
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are ſinners, and ſure that they are about ta 
enter upon an unchangeable and endleſs 
ftate of exiſtence, poſſeſs peace, compo- 
ſure and joy. Theſe declare that they 
owe this happy ſtate of mind, to their 
dependance upon Jeſus the Saviour; on 
whoſe blood and mediation, they have 
built their hopes. And who can poſſibly 
| | af prove their words! Such an inſtance 
3 is now in the Reader's hands. The fact 
| ; is indubitable. A child under the age of 
28 fifteen did thus rejoice, in the midſt of 
Ll pains and agonies, to the admiration of 
all who beheld her. She was willing to 
leave all her friends whom ſhe dearly 
loved, and by whom ſhe was tenderly 
| beloved, for ſhe knew whom ſhe believed, 
and that When ſhe ſhould be abſent from 
the body, the would be preſent with the 
Lord. With this aſſurance, the triumphed. 
in the proſpec̃t of glory, and ſmiled upon 
20 ere of death. 
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IT may be preſumed, that whoever 
ſeriouſly conſiders this caſe, will not be 
able to ſatisfy himſelf, by aſcribing ſuch 
remarkable effects, in ſo young a ſubject, 
to the power of habit, example or ſyſtem. 
If he does not account for them upon the 
principles of the Goſpel, he will be un- 
able to aſſign any proportionable cauſe. 
And it is to be feared, that if he is not 
affected by a teſtimony, ſo ſimple and 
ſo ſtriking, neither would he be perſuaded, 
though one ſhould riſe from the Dead, 


Hoxton, | 
Nov. 17, 1785. 
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MONUMENT 


10 THE PRAISE OF 
THE LORD'S GOODNESS, 


AND TO THE MEMORY 


OF DEAR 


ELIZA CUNINGHAMXY®, 


S I write not for the eye of the Public, 
but chiefly to put a teſtimony of the 
I. ord's goodneſs, into the hands of my dear 
friends who have kindly afforded us their Am- | 
pathy and prayers on the late occaſion; I do 
not mean either to reſtrain the emotions of my 
heart, or to apologize for them. I ſhall write 
ſimply and freely, as I might 4% to a perſon, 
4 ta 
Ba The laft furviving child of Mr. James Cuningham, 
1 © of Pittarthie, Fife Share, 
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to whoſe intimacy and tenderneſs I can fully 


entruſt myſelf, and who I know will bear with. 
all my ne. 


En May, a. my ſiſter Cuningham was 
at Edinburgh, - chiefly on the account of her 
eldeſt daughter, then in the fourteenth year of 
her age, who was very ill of a conſumption. 
She had already buried an only ſon, at the age 
of twelve; and while all a mother's care and 
feelings were engaged by the rapid decline of a 
ſecond amiable child, ſhe was unexpectedly and 

ſuddenly bereaved of an affectionate and excel- 
lent huſband. Her trials were great, but the 
Lord had prepared her for them. She was a 
believer, Her faith was ſtrong; her graces 
active; her conduct exemplary. She walked 
with God, and he ſupported her. And though 
the was a tender and ſympathizing friend, ſhe 
had a happy firmneſs of temper, ſo that her 
character as a Chriſtian, and the propriety of 
her behaviour in every branch of relative life, 
appeared with peculiar advantage in the ſeaſon of 
affliction. She returned to Anſtruther a widow, 


with her ſick child, who languiſhed till Octo- 
ber, and then died. 


Trovocn 
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 Troven my ſiſter had many valuable and 
pleaſing connections in Scotland, yet her ſtrong- 
eſt tie being broken, ſhe readily accepted my 


invitation to come and live with us. She was not 


only dear to me as Mrs. Newton's ſiſter, but 


we had lived long in the habits of intimate 


friendſhip. I knew her worth, and be was par- 


tial to me. She had yet one child remaining, 


her dear Eliza. We already had a dear orphan 
niece, whom we had, about ſeven years before, 


adopted for our own daughter. My active fond 


imagination anticipated the time of her arrival, 
and drew a pleaſing picture of the addition the 
company of ſuch a ſiſter, ſuch a friend, would 
make to the happineſs of our family. The 


children Iikewiſe—there was no great diſparity 


between them either in years or ſtature. From 


what I had heardof Eliza, I waspreparedto love 
her before I ſaw her; though ſhe came after- 


wards into my hands like a heap of untold gold, 


which, when counted over, proves to be a larger 


ſum than was expected. My fancy paired and 


united theſe children; I hoped that the friend- 
ſnip between us and my ſiſter, would be per- 
petuated in them. I ſeemed to ſee them like 
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twin ſiſters, of one heart and mind, hab it 

voor alike, always together; always with us: 

—Such was my plan—but the Lord's plan k 
was very different, and therefore mine failed. 
It! is happy for us, poor ſhort- ſighted creatures, 

unable as we are to foreſee the conſequences of 
our own wiſhes; that if we know and truſt him, 
he often is pleaſed to put a mereiful negative 
upon our purpoſes; and condeſcends to chuſe bet. 
ter for us than we can for ourſelves, What might 
have been the iſſue of my plan, could it have 
taken place, I know not; but I can now praiſe 
and adore him for the gracious iſſue of his. 1 
praiſe his name, that I can chearfully comply 
with his word which ſays, © Be ſtill, and know 
that I am God.” I not only can bow (as it, 
becomes a creature and a ſinner to do) to his 
ſovereignty ; but I admire his wiſdom and good- 
neſs, and can ſay from my heart, He has done 
all things well.” 


Mr ſiſter had ſettled her affairs previous to 
her removal, and nothing remained but to take 
leave of her friends, of whom ſhe had many, 
not only in Anſtruther, but in different parts 
of the county. In February, 1783, I received 
| a letter 


* E 
a letter from her; which, before J opened it, | 
expected was to inform me that ſhe was upon 
the road in her way to London. But the in- 
formation was, that in a little journey ſhe had 
made to bid a friend farewel; ſhe had caught a 
violent cold, which brought om a fever and a 
cough, with other ſymptoms, which, though 
' ſhe deſcribed as gently as poſſible, that we 
might not be alarmed, obliged me to give up 
inſtantly the pleaſing hope of ſeeing her. Suc- 
ceding letters confirmed my apprehenſions, her 
malady increaſed, and ſhe was ſoon confined 
to her bed. Eliza was at ſchovl at Muſſel- 
burgh. Till then ſhe had enjoyed a perfect 
ſtate of health; but while her dear mother was 
rapidly declining, He likewiſe caught a great 
cold, and Her life likewiſe was ſobn thought to 
be in danger. On this occaſion that fortitude 
and reſolution which ſo ſtrongly marked my 
ſiſter's character was remarkably diſplayed. She 
Knew that her own race was almoſt finiſhed 
ſherarneſtly defired that Eliza might ive, or die, 
with us. And the phyſicians adviſed a ſpeedy 
removal into-the South. Accordingly to ſave 
time, and to fave Eliza from the impreſſions 
which the fight of a dying, parent might pro- 
bably make upon her ſpirits, and poſſibly ap- 
| pres 
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pPrehenſive that the interview might make too 


great an impreſſion upon her own ; ſhe ſent this 


ber only beloved child from Edinburgh di- 
rectly to London, without letting her come 
: home to take a laſt leave of her. She contented 
Herſelf with committing and bequeathing her 
child to our care and love in a letter, which I 
believe was the laſt ſhe was able to write, 


Tuus powerfully recommended by the pa- 
thetic charge of a dying mother, the deareſt 
friend we had upon the earth; and by that 


plea for compaſſion, which her illneſs might 
have ſtrongly urged even upon ſtrangers; we 
received our dear Eliza as a truſt, and as a 


Areaſure, on the 1 5th of March. My ſiſter 
lived long enough to have the comfort of 
knowing, not only that ſhe was ſafely arrived, 


but was perfectly pleaſed with her new ſitua- 


Lion. She was now freed from all earthly 


cares. She ſuffered much in the remaining 
part of her illneſs, but ſhe knew whom ſhe be- 


Heved ſhe poſſeſſed a peace paſt underſtand- 

ing, and a hope full of glory. She entered 

into the joy of her Lord on the roth of May, 

| ; 1783, reſpected ang $ regretted by all 0 knew 
Ber. 
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I soo perceived that the Lord had ſent mea. 


treaſure indeed. Eliza's perfon was agreeable. 
There was an eaſe and elegance in her whole 
addreſs, and a gracetulneſs in her movements, 
till long illneſs, and great weakneſs bowed her 
down. Her diſpoſition was lively, her genius 
quick and inventive, and if ſhe had enjoyed 
health, ſhe probably would have excelled in 
every thing ſhe attempted, that required inge- 
nuity. Her underſtanding, particularly her 


judgment, and her ſenſe of propriety, was far 
above her years. There was ſomething in her 
appearance which uſually procured her favor at 


firſt ſight. She was honoured by the notice of 
ſeveral perſons of diſtinti,n, which though I 
thankfully attribute in part to their kindneſs to 
me, I believe was a good deal owing to ſome- 
thing rather uncommon in her. But her prin- 


cipal endearing qualities, which could be only 


fully known to us who lived with her, were 


the ſweetneſs of her temper, and a heart formed 


for the exerciſe of affection, gratitude and 
friendſhip. Whether, when at ſchool, ſhe might 
have heard ſorrowful tales from children who 


having loſt their parents, met with a great 
difference, in point of tenderneſs, when they 


came 


. —— —— * 4 
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came under the direction of Uncles and Aunty, 


and might think thar all uncles and aunts were 


alike, I know not; but I have underſtood ſince 
from herſelf, that ſhe did not come to us with 


any bighly raiſed expectations of the treatment 
| the was to meet with. But as fe found (the 


Lord in mercy to her and to us having opened 
our hearts to receive her) that it was hardly 
poſlible for her own parents to have treated her 
more tenderly, and that it was from that time the 
buſineſs and the pleaſure af our lives, to ſtudy 


how ta oblige her, and how to alleviate the 
affliftions which we were unable to remove; ſo 


we likewiſe quickly found, that the ſeeds of our 
kindneſs could hardly be ſown in a more pro- 


miſing and fruitful ſoil. I know not that either 


her aunt or I ever ſaw a cloud upon her coun- 


tenance during the time ſhe was with us. It 
bs true we did not, we could not, unneceſſarily 


croſs her; but if we thought it expedient to 
over-rule any propoſal ſhe made, ſhe acquieſced 


with a ſweet ſmile; and we were certain that we 


ſhould never hear of that propoſal again, Her 


delicacy however was quicker than our obſerva- 
tion; and ſhe would ſometimes ſay, when we 


could not £ the leaſt reaſon for it, I am 


afraid 


Ee L 
afraid I anſwered you peeviſhly, indeed I did 
not-intend it; if I did, I aſk your patdon; I 


ſhould: be very ungrateful, if I thaught any 

pleaſure equal to that of endeavouring to pleaſe 

you.“ It is no wonder that we e 0 
* a child}. | 


en is the franks of the human heart, 
| The Lord claims and deferves it all; yet there 
is ſtill room for all the charities of relative life; 
and fcape: for their full play; and they are 


capable: of yielding the ſincereſt pleaſures this 


world can afford, if held in ſubordination 
to what is ſupfemely due to him. The Mar- 
riage relation, when cemented by a divine bleſs 
fing, is truly a union of hearts, and the love 
reſulting from it will admit of no competition in 
the ſame kind. Children have the next claim, 
and whether there be one, or two,'or many, 
each one ſeems to be the object of the whole 
of the parent's love. Perhaps my friends who 
Have children, may think that I who never had 
any, can only talk by gueſs upon this ſubject, 
I E preſume not to diſpute the point with them. 
But when it pleaſed the Lord to put my dear 
Bettſy under my care, 1 ſeemed to acquire a new 


Axt of feelings, if not exactly thoſe of a parent, 
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yet, as I conceive, not altogether unlike then. 
And long thought it was not poſſible for me 
to love any child as 1 did her. But when 
Eliza came, ſhe without being her rival, quickly 
participated with her in the ſame affection. 
I found 1 had room enough for them both, 
without prejudice to either. I loved the one very 
dearly; and the other no leſs than before; if it 
were: poſfible ſtill more, when I ſaw that ſhe. 
entered into my views, received and behaved 
to her couſin with great affection, and aſcribed 
many little indulgences and attentions which 
were ſhewn. her, to their proper ground, the 
conſideration of her ill ſtate of health, and not 
to any preference that could operate to ber 
diſadvantage. For the Lord was pleaſed to 
anſwer my prayers in this reſpect, ſo graciouſly, 
that i could not perceive; that any jealouſy or 


{uſpicion took place between them, on either Hh 
10 from firſt to laſt. 


Tus Hectic "ety 3 od ſweats, which 
Eliza brought with her from Scotland, were 
ſubdued in the courſe of the ſummer, and there 
appeared no reaſon to apprehend that ſhe would 
be taken off very ſuddenly. But ſtill there was a 
worm preying upon the root of this pretty gourd; 
327 | : She 
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She had ſeldom any ſevere pain till withinthelaft, 
fortnight; of her life, and uſually ſlept well, 
but when awake ſhe was always ill. I believe. 
ſhe knew not a ſingle hour of perfect eaſe, and 
they, who intimately knew her, ſtate,” could not 


but wonder to ſee her ſo placid, chearful, and, | 


attentive when /in, company, as as. the, generally 
was. Many a time when the tears have ſilently 
ſtolen down her cheeks, if ſhe ſaw. that her aunt, 
or J obſerved her, ſhe would wipe them away, 


come to us with a ſmile and a kits, and ſay, 


“Do not be uneaſy, I am not very ill, I can 


bear it, I ſhall be better e or to that 
effect. 


Her cok was thought beyond thereach ofn me- 
dicine, and for a time no medicine was uſed. She 


had air and exerciſe, as the weather and circum- 


ſtances would permit. For the reſt ſhe amuſed 
herſelf as well as ſhe could, wth her guittar or 
Harpſichord, with her needle, and with reading, 
She had a part likewiſe, when able, in. ſuch 
viſits as we paid or received. And our viſits 
were generally regulated by a regard to what 
ſhe could bear. Her aunty eſpecially, ſeldom 
went abroad, but at ſych times, and to ſuch 


places, as we thought agrecable and conve- 
B 2 ient 
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nent to her. For we could perceive, that ſhe 
loved hame beſt, and beſt of 2 when We were 
at home with her. EW 57! 


DE! Ape wet; We put her axe the care 
of my dear friend Dr. Benamor. To the 
bleffing of the Lord on his 1kill and endea- 


vours, I aſcribe the pleaſure of having her con- 


tinued wich us ſo long; nor can 1 ſufficiently 
expreſs my gratitude for his aſſiduous unwearied 


attention, nor far his great tenderneſs. She is 


now gone, and can no more repeat, what ſhe 
has often ſpoken, of the great comfort. it was 


to her to have ſo affectionate and ſympathizing 
a phyſician; but while 7 live, I hope it will 
always be my pleaſure ta acknowledge our 


great obligations to him on her account. 1 


ſhould be ungrateful likewiſe, were I to omit 


_ - mentioning the kindneſs of Dr. Allen of Dul- 
| wich, who attended her daily during her laſt 


ſtay at Southampton. He was ſo obliging 


likewiſe as to viſit her, and to meet Dr. Bena- 


mor upon her caſe, after her return to London. 
Their joint preſcription was carefully followed. 
But what can the moſt efficacious medicines, 


or the beſt phyſicians avail to prolong life, 


when the hour approaches in which the prayer 


( 13 ] 
of the great iamrcetihe muſt be accompliſhed, 


« Father I will that they whom thou haſt given 
me, may be with me where I am, to behold 
my glory?“ This was the proper cauſe of my 
dear Eliza's death, The Lord ſent this child 
to me to be brought up for him, he owned my 
poor endeavours; and when her education was 
completed, and ſhe was ripened for heaven, he 
took her home to himſelf, He has richly paid 
me my wages, in the employment itſelf, and in 
the happy iſſue. 


Ds. Benamor adviſing a trial of the ſalt- 
water, we paſſed the month of Auguſt 1784 
with her, partly at Mr. Walter Taylor's at 
Southampton, and partly at Charles Etty's 
Eſq, of Prieſtlands near Lymington. While 
ſhe was with theſe kind and generous friends, 
ſhe had every accommodation and aſſiſtance that 
could be thought of or wiſhed for. And the 
bathing was evidently uſeful, ſo far as to give 
ſome additional ſtrength to her very weak and 
relaxed frame, which aſſiſted her in going more 
comfortably through the laſt winter, We were 
therefore encouraged and adviſed ta repeat our 
viſit to Southampton this autumn. But the 
ſucceſs was not the ſame, Her feet and legs 
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had already began to ſwell, and the evening 
before ſhe ſet out ſne took cold, which brought 


on a return of the fever and cough. And 


though Dr. Allen was ſucceſsful in removing 


theſe ſymptoms in about a fortnight, and ſhe 


bathed a few times, ſhe could not perſevere. 
However the advantages of ſituation, air, and 
exerciſe being much greater than ſhe could have 
in- London, and as we were with friends whom 


| tſhe; as well as we, dearly loved, ſhe continued 


at Southampton ſix weeks. But ſhe was 


unable to proceed to Mr. Etty's, who was very 


deſirous of repeating his former kindneſs. The 
Lord ſtrengthened her to perform her journey 
home without inconvenience. She returned 
the 16th of September, then ſhe entered our 
door for the laſt time, for ſhe went out no more, 
till the was carried out to be put into the 
hearſe. | 


% 


65-6 devs thus put together in one view a brief 

account of whar relates to her illneſs, till within 
the Jaſt three weeks of her pilgrimage. I now 
come to what is much more important and 
"Intereſting. Her excellent parents had con- 

Mfeientroully endeavoured tõ bring her up in the 
; nurture aud admonition of the Lord, and the 


principles 
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principles of religion had been inſtilled into 
her from her infancy. Their labours were 
thus far attended with ſucceſs, that no child 
could be more obedient or obliging, or mort 
remote from evil habits, or evil tempers; but 
I could not perceive, when ſhe firſt came to us, 
that ſne had any heart affecting ſenſe of divine 
things. But being under my roof, ſne of courſe, 
when her health would permit, attended on my 
miniſtry, and was uſually preſent when I prayed 
and expounded the ſcriptures, morning and; 
evening in the family. Friends and minifters 
were likewiſe frequently with us, whoſe cha- 
rater and converſation were well ſuited to en- 
gage her notice, and to help her to form a right 
idea of the chriſtian principles and temper. 
Knowing that ſhe was of a thinking turn, I 
left her to make her own reflections upon what 
ſhe ſaw and heard, committing her to the Lord 
from whom I had received her, and intreating 
him to be her effectual Teacher. When I did 
attempt to talk with her upon the concerns of 
her ſoul, ſne could give me no anſwer but with 
tears. But I ſoon had great encouragement to 
hope that the Lord had both enlightened her un- 
derſtanding, and had drawn the deſires of her 
heart to himſelf. Great was her delight in the 


ordinances. 
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ordinances. Exemplary her attention under thie 
preaching. To be debarred from going to hear 
at our ſtated times, was a trial, which, though 
thepatiently bore, ſeemed to affect her more than 
any other, and ſhe did not greatly care what ſhe 
endured in the reſt of the week, provided ſhe 
was well enoogtr to attend the public worſhip. 
The judicious obſervations ſhe occaſionally 
made upon what had paſſed in converſation, 
upon incidents, books, and ſermons; indicated 
4 found fcriptural judgement, and a ſpiritual 
taſte. And my hope was confirmed by her 
whole deportment, which was becoming the 
goſpel of Chriſt. So that had ſhe died ſud- 
denly, on any day within about a year and half 
paſt, I ſhould have had no doubt that ſhe had 
paſſed from death, unto life. But I could 
ſeldom prevail with her to ſpeak of herſelf, if 
ſhe did it was with the greateſt diffidence and 


Soc after her return from Southampton ſhe. 
bhmeadquaitaedwithacute pain, to which ſhe 
kad till then been much a ſtranger. Hejgentle 
ſpirit which: had borne up under à long and 
- hanguiſhing Mack, was not ſo capable uf fup- . 
un _ I did not occaſion any impro- 


SS 
per temper or language, but it wore her. away 
apace. Friday the oth of September ſhe was 


down ſtairs for the laſt time, and then ſhe was 
brought down and carried up in arms. 


IT now became very deſirable to hear from 


© herſelf a more explicit account of the hope that 


was in her; eſpecially as upon ſome ſymptoms 
of an approaching mortification, ſhe appeared 
to be a little alarmed, and of courſe” not 
thoroughly reconciled to the thoughts of death. 
Her aunt waited for the firſt convenient oppor- 
. tunity of intimating to her the probability that 
the time of her departure was at hand. The 
next morning (Saturday the 1it. of October) 
preſented one. She found herſelf remarkably 
beiter, her pains were almoſt gone, het ſpirits 
revived, the favourable change was viſible in 
her countenance. Her aunt began to break 
the ſubject to her, by ſaying, My dear, were 
you not extremely ill laſt night?“ She ſaid, 
Indeed I was.” Had you not been relieved 
I think you could not have continued long.” 
„believe I could not.” „ My dear, I have 
been very anxiouſly concerned for your life.” 
* But I hope, my dear aunt, you are not ſo 
now.” _ then opened her mind and ſpoke 
© freely 
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freely. I cannot repeat the whole, the ſub- 
ſtance was to this effect. My views of things 
have been for ſome time very different from 
what they were when I came to you. I have 
ſeen and felt the vanity of childhood and 
youth.” Her aunt ſaid, I believe you have 
long made a conſcience of ſecret prayer.” She 
anſwered, „Ves, I have long and earneſtly 
ſought the Lord with reference to the change 
which is now approaching. I have not yet that 
full aſſurance which is ſo deſirable, but I have 
a hope, I truſt, a good hope, and I. believe 
the Lord will give me whatever he ſees neceſ- 
ſary for me, before he takes me from hence. 
I have prayed to him to fit me for himſelf, and 
then, whether ſooner or later, it ſignifies but 
little.“ Here was a comfortable point gained. 
We were ſatisfied that ſhe had given up all 
expectation of living, and could ſpeak of her 
* ny without being diſtreſſed. 


Ir will not be expected that a child at her. 
age ſhould ſpeak ſyſtematically. Nor had ſhe 
learnt her religion from a ſyſtem or form of 
words, however ſound. The Lord himſelf 
was her Teacher. But from what little ſhe 
had at different times ſaid to me, I was well 

ſatisfied 
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ſatisfied that ſhe had received a true conviction 
ef the evil of fin, and of her own ſtate by 
nature as a ſinner, When ſhe ſpoke of the 
Lord, ſhe meant the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; the 
great Shepherd who gathers ſuch lambs in his 
arm, and carries them in his boſom. She 
believed him to be God and Man in one perſon, 

and that hope of which ſhe ſhall never be 
aſhamed, was founded on his atonement, grace 
and power. As I do not intend to put words 
into her mouth which ſhe never ſpoke, I mention 
this, leſt any perſons ſhould be diſappointed at 


not finding a certain phraſeology, which they 
may have been accuſtomed to, 


Her apparent revival was of ſhort duration. 
In the evening of the ſame day, ſhe began to 
complain of a ſore throat, which became worſe, 


and before Sunday noon threatened an abſolute 


ſuffocation. When Dr. Benamor who the day be- 
fore had almoſtentertained hopes of her recovery, 
found her ſo ſuddenly and greatly altered, he 
could not, at the mgment, prevent ſame ſigns 
of his concern from appearing in his counte- 
nance. She quickly perceived it, and deſired 
he would plainly tell her his ſentiments. When 
he had recovered himſelf, he ſaid, You are not 
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fo well as when I ſaw you on Saturday. She 
anſwered, ** that ſhe truſted all would be well 
ſoon.“ He replied, that whether ſhe lived or died 
it would be well, and to the glory of God. He 
told me that he had much pleaſing converſation 
with her that morning, ſome particulars of 
which he had committed to writing, but he 
loſt the paper. From that time ſne may be 
ſaid to have been dying, as we expected her 
departure from one hour to another. 


- On Monday the 3d. ſhe was almoſt free from 
any complaint in her throat, but there was again 
an appearance of a mortification in her legs, 
which was again repelled by the means which Dr. 
Benamor preſcribed. I recollect but little of the 
incidents of this day. In general ſhe was in 
great pain, ſometimes in agonies, unable to 
remain many minutes in the ſame poſition. 
But her mind was peaceful; ſhe poſſeſſed a ſpi- 
it of recollection and prayer; and her chief 
attention to earthly things ſeemed confined to the 
concern ſhe ſaw in thoſe who were around her. 
That ſhe might not increaſe their feelings for 
her, ſhe ſtrove to conceal the ſenſe of her own fuf- 
ferings. It pleaſed the Lord wonderfully to ſup- 
Port my dear Mrs. Newton, and ſhe had a to- 
bel | lerable 


. (f-a82 JJ 


lerable night's-reſt, though I did not expect the 
child would live till morning. On Tueſday: 
the 4th, about nine in the morning, we all 
thought her dying, and waited near two hours 
by her bed-ſide for her laſt breath. She was 
much convulſed and in great agonies. I ſaid, 
« My dear, you are going to heaven, and I 
hope, by the grace of God, we in due 
time ihall follow you.“ She could not ſpeak, 
but let us know that ſhe attended to what 
I faid by a gentle nod of her head, and 
a ſweet ſmile. I repeated to her many paſ- 
ſages of ſcripture,” and verſes of hymns, to 
each of which ſhe, made the ſame kind of 
anſwer, Though ſilent, her looks wete more 
expreſſive than words. Towards eleven o'clock, 
a great quantity of coagulated phlegm, which 
ſhe had not ftrength to bring up, made her 
rattle violently ia the throat, which we con- 
ſidered -as a, ſign that death was at hand; and 
-as ſhe ſeemed unwilling to take ſomething that 
was offered her, we were loth to diſturb 
her in her laſt moments (as we ſuppoſed) by 
preſſing her. I think ſhe muſt have died in a 
quarter of an hour, had not Dr. Benamor juſt 
then come into the room. He felt her pulſe, 
and obſerved, that ſhe was not near death by 
her 
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her pulſe, and deſired ſomething might bs 
given her. She was perfectly ſenſible, though 
ſtill unable to ſpeak, but expreſſed her unwil- 
lingneſs to take any thing, by very ſtrong efforts. 
However ſhe yieldedto entreaty, and a tea-ſpoon- 
full or two of ſome liquid ſoon cleared the paſ- 
ſage, and ſhe revived. Her pain however was 
extream, and her diſappointment great. I never 
ſaw her fo near impatience as upon this occa- 
ſion; as ſoon as ſhe could ſpeak ſhe cried, 
4% Oh cruel, cruel, to recall me; when I was ſo 
happy and ſo near gone! I wiſh you had not 
come ; I long to go home.” But in a few mi- 
nutes ſhe grew compoſed, aſſented to what the 
Doctor ſaid, of her duty to wait the Lord's time; 
and from that hour, though her deſires to de- 
part and to be with her Saviour, were ſtronger 
and ſtronger, ſhe chearfully rook whatever was 
offered her, and frequently afked for ſomething 
of her own accord. How often, if we. were 
to have our choice, ſhould we counteract our 
own prayers ET had intreated the Lord to pro- 
long her life, till ſhe could leave an indifputa- 
ble teſtimony behind her, for our comfort. 
Yet when I ſaw her agony, and heard her ſay, 
Oh, how cruel to ſtop me ! I was for a moment 
almoſt of her mind, and could hardly help 
| wiſhing 
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wiſhing that the Doctor had delayed his viſit a 
little longer. But if ſhe had died then, we 
ſhould have been deprived of what we ſaw and 
heard the two following days. The remem- 
brance of which is now much more precious 
to me than ſilver or gold. 


Wren the Doctor came on Wedneſday, ſhe 
entreated him to tell her how long he thought 
ſhe might live. He ſaid, Are you in 
earnelt, my dear ?” She anſwered, ** Indeed 
I am,” At that time there were great ap- 
pearances that a mortification was actually 
begun, He therefore told her, he thought it 
Poſſible ſhe might hold our till eight in the 
evening, but did not expect ſhe could ſurvive 
midnight at fartheſt, On hearing him ſay ſo, 
low as ſhe was, her eyes ſeemed to ſparkle 
with their former vivacity, and fixing them 
on him with an air of ineffable ſatisfaction, 
ſhe ſaid, * Oh, that is good news indeed.” And 
the repeated it as ſuch to a perſon who came 
ſoon after into the room, and ſaid with lively 


emotions of joy, The Doctor tells me I ſhall 
ſtay here but a few hours more.” In the after- 
noon ſhe noticed and counted the clock, I be. 
lieve, every time it ſtruck, and when it ſtruck 
8 ſeven, 


 feven, ſhe ſaid, *Another hour and then” But 
it pleaſed the Lord to ſpare her tous another day. 
Sn ſuffered much in the courſe: of Wedneſ- 
day night, but was quite reſigned and patient. 
Our kind ſervants, who from their love to her, 
and to us, watched her night and day, with a 
ſolicitude and tenderneſs which wealth is too 
poor to purchaſe, were the only witneſſes of 
the affectionate, and grateful manner, in which 
ſhe repeatedly thanked them for their ſervices 
and attention to her. Though ſuch an acknow- 
ledgment was no more than their due, yet 
coming from herſelf, and at ſuch a time, they 
highly valued it. She added her earneſt pray- 
ers that the Lord would reward them. To her 
Prayers my heart ſays Amen. May they be 
*comforted of the Lord in their dying hours, 
*as ſhe was, and meet with equal Kindneſs from 
| thoſe about them ! | 
8 1 WAS furpriſed on Thurſday morning to find 
her not only alive, bur in ſome reſpects better. 
The tokens of mortification again ditappeared, 
"This was her laſt day, and it was a memorable 
day to us. When Dr. Benamor aſked her how 
he was? ſhe anſwered, ** a happy, and if 
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this be dying, it is a pleaſant thing to die.” [The 
very expreſſion which a dear friend of mine uſed 


upon her death-bed a few years ago.] She 
ſaid to me about ten o' clock, My dear uncle, 


I would not change conditions with any perſon 


upon earth ; Oh how gracious is the Lord ta 
me! Oh what a change is before me!“ She 
was ſeveral times aſked, if ſhe could wiſh to 
live, provided the Lord ſhould reſtore her to 
perfect health, her anſwer was; Not for all 
the world,” and ſometimes, not for a thouſand 
warlds*, Do not weep for me, my dsar aunt, 
but rather rejoice and praiſe on my account. 
I ſhall now have the advantage of dear Miſs 
Patty Barham (fer whom ſhe bad a very tender 
affefion, and who bas been long in a languiſbing 
fate). for 1 ſhall, go before her.“ We aſked 
her if ſhe would chuſe a text for her own funeral 
ſermon ? She readily mentioned, * Whom rhe 
Lord loveth he chaſteneth. That, ſaid ſhe, has 
been my experience, my afflictions have been 
many, but not one too many; nor has the greateſt 
of them been too great, I praiſe him for them 
all.” But after à pauſe ſhe ſaid, * Stay, 1 
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* The laſt time the was aſked this queſtion, ſhe ſaid (as L 
have been ſince informed), .I defire to have no choice.“ 
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think there is another text, which may do 
better; let it be, Bleſſed are the dead, that die 
in the Lord. That is my experience now.” 
She likewiſe choſe a hymn to be ſung after the 
ſermon. Olney hymns, book II. hymn 72. 


Bur I muſt check myſelf, and ſet down but a 
mall part of the gracious words which the Lord 
enabled her to ſpeak in the courſe of the day, 
though ſhe was frequently interrupted by pains 
and agonies. She had ſomething to ſay either 
in the way of admonition or conſolation, as ſhe 
} thought moſt ſuitable, to every one whom ſhe 
x faw: To her moſt conſtant attendant ſhe faid, 

ge ſure you continue to call upon the Lord, 
:B and if you think he does not hear you now, he 
will at laſt, as he has heard me. She ſpoke a 
|  - grea: deal to an intimate friend, who was with 
9 her every day, which I hope ſhe will long re- 
| 5 member, as the teſtimony of her dying Eliza. 
;} Amongſt other things, ſhe ſaid, © See how com- 
| fortable the Lord can make a dying bed ! Do you 
think that you ſhall have ſuch an aſſurance when 
you come to die?“ Being anſwered, © I hope ſo; 
my dear,” She replied, But do you earneſtly 
and with all your heart pray to the Lord for 
it? If you ſeek him, you hall ſurely find him.” 

| | She 
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She then prayed affectionately and fervently for 
her friend, afterwards for her couſin, and then 
for another of our family who was preſent. 
Her prayer was not long, but her every word 
was weighty, and her manner very affecting 
the purport was, that they might all be taught, 
and comforted by the Lord. About five in the 
afternoon ſhe deſired me to pray with her once 
more, Surely I then prayed from my heart. 
When I had finiſhed ſhe ſaid, Amen. I ſaid, 
My dear child have I expreſſed your mean- 
ing?” ſhe anſwered, Oh yes!” and then 
added, I am ready to ſay, Why are his cha- 
riot wheels ſo long in coming ? But I hope he 
will enable me to wait his hour with patience.” 
Theſe were the laſt words I heard her ſpeak. 


Mas. NEwrox's heart was much, perhaps 
too much, attached to this dear child ; which' 
is not to be wondered at, conſidering what a 
child ſhe was, and how long and how much ſhe 
had ſuffered. But the Lord graciouſly ſup- 
ported her in this trying ſeaſon. Indeed there 
was much more cauſe for joy than for grief; yet 

the pain of ſeparation will be felt. Eliza welt 
knew her feelings, and a concern for her, was, 
I believe, the laſt anxiety that remained with 
| D 2 her 
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her. She ſaid to thoſe about her, „Try to 
perſuade my aunt to leave the room, I think 
T ſhall ſoon go to ſleep, I ſhall not remain with 
you till che morning.” Her aunt, however, 
was the laſt perſon who heard her ſpeak, and 
was fitting by her bed when ſhe went away. 
A little paſt fix, hearing that a relation who 
_ dearly loved her, and was beloved by her, and 
who had come daily from Weſtminſter to fee 
her, was below fairs, ſhe ſaid, © Raiſe me up, 
that I may ſpeak to him once more.” Her 
aunt ſaid, My dear, you are nearly exhauſted, 
L:think you had better not attempt it.“ She 
ſmiled and faid, It is very well, I will not.” 
She was then within half an hour of her tranſ- 
lation to glory; but the love of ker dear Lord 
had ſo filled her with benevolence, that ſhe was 
| ready to exert herſelf to her laſt breath, in hopes 
of ſaying ſomething that might be uſeful to 
tber after ſhe was 3 


* 


-Towkiin pen . I was walking in 
the garden; and earneſtly engaged in prayer 
for her, when a ſervant came to me and ſaid, 
She is gone.“ O Lord how great is thy. 
power! how-great is thy goodneſs | A few days 
"net had it been practicable and lawful, what 
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would 1 nat have given to procure her re- 
covery ? yet ſeldom in my life have I known a 
more heart-felt joy, than when theſe words, 
Sbe is gone, ſounded in my ears. I ran up ſtairs, 
and our whole little family were ſoon around her 
bed. Though her aunt and another perſon 
were ſitting with their eyes fixed upon her, ſhe 
was gone, perhaps a few minutes, before ſhe 
was miſſed. She lay upon her left fide, with her 
cheek gently reclining upon her hand, as if 
in a ſweet ſleep. And I thought there was a 
ſmile upon her countenance. Never ſurely did 
death appear in a more beautiful, inviting 
form! We fell upon our kners, and I returned 
(I think I may ſay) my moſt unfeigned thanks 
to our God and Saviour, for his abundant 
goodneſs to her, crowned in this laſt inſtance 
by giving her ſo gentle a diſmiſſion. Yes, I am 
ſatisfied. I am comforted. And if one of the 
many involuntary tears I have ſhed, could have 
recalled her to life, to health, to an aſſemblage 
of all that this world could contribute to her 
happineſs, I weuld have laboured hard to ſup» 
preſs it. Now my largeſt deſires for her are 
accompliſned. The days « of her mourning are 
ended. She is landed on that peaceful ſhore 
where the ſtorms of trouble never blow. She 
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is forever out of the reach of ſorrow, ſin, 
temptation and ſnares. Now ſhe is before 


„the throne! She ſees him whom not having 
ſcen ſhe loved; ſhe drinks of the rivers of 


pleaſure which are at his right hand, and ſhall 
thirſt no more. | 


ON was born at St. A an 85 Rocheſter, 
| bed 6, 1771. 


Hrn parents ſettled at Anſtruther in Fife, 
in 1773. 


Sue returned to us, March 15, 1783. 
Sur breathed her ſpirit into her Redeemer's 
hands a little before ſeven in the evening on 


Oct. 6, 1785, aged fourteen years and eight 
mon: hs. 


1 SHALL be glad if this little narrative may 


prove an encouragement to my friends who 
have children, May we not conceive the 


Lord ſaying to us, as Pharaoh's daughter ſaid 
to the mother of Moſes, © Take this child, 


and bring it up for me, and I will pay thee 
thy wages ?” How ſolemn the truſt! how im- 


© HI portant 
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portant and difficult the diſcharge of it! but 
how rich the reward if our endeavours are 
crowned with ſucceſs! And we have every 
thing to hope from his power and goodneſs, 
if, in dependance upon his bleſſing, we can fully | 
and diligently aim at fulfilling his will. Happy 
they, who will ſay at the laſt day, Behold 
here am I, and the children which thou haſt 
given me.” | 


Tur Children of my friends will likewife ſee 
my narrative. May it convince them that it is 
practicable, and good, to ſeek the Lord betimes! 
My dear Eliza's ſtate of languor prevented her 
from aſſociating with young people of her own 
age, ſo frequently and freely as ſhe might other- 
wiſe have done. But theſe papers will come into 
the hands of ſome fuch, whom ſhe knew, and 
whom ſhe loved. To them, I particularly com- 
mend and dedicate this relation. O my dear 
young friends, had you ſeen with what dignity 
of ſpirit ſhe filled up the laſt ſcene of her life, 
you muſt have been affected by it! Let not 
the livelineſs of your ſpirits, and the gaiety of 
the proſpect around you, prevent you from 


conſidering, that to you likewiſe days will cer- 


tainly come (unleſs you are ſuddenly ſnatched. 
eus 
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8 £ put of life) . you. will Cay For TE MY 4 
BE. the world, and all in it, can afford ou no 
= md * But there is a Saviour, and a nughty = 
RM One, always near, always gracious 19.4 thoſe . 
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| who ſeek him. May you, like her, be en- = N 
abled to chuſe him, as the Guide of your youth, 
= the Lord of your hearts. Then, like her, 
0 will find ſupport and comſort under afflic. 
tion, wiſdom to direct your conduct, a good 
pe in death, and by gesch a happy tranſla- 
e, lifes.* 5a ot A 
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8 5 5 1 nau only to add my prayers that a blefing 

ER * from on high may deſcend upon the perſons 
and families of all my friends, and upon all 
7 = 25 into whoſe e hands this paper may providentially 
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